
Volunteer to Make a Positive Impact
 
	 With the holiday season upon us and the New Year just around the corner, we here at CNMEC can’t 
help but reflect on the gratitude we feel for our community. Most will agree this has been a year like no other. 
And while we’ve seen our share of challenges, we’re heartened by the ways in which we have all pulled together 
to make our community stronger. 
	 Every year CNMEC supports our local holiday food drives and community outreach programs. While 
these efforts are focused around the holidays, for Central New Mexico Electric, our concern for community is a 
year-round endeavor.
	 Because we are a co-op, volunteerism and giving back are a part of who we are. Some of our line workers 
are volunteer firefighters and first responders, putting their lives at risk to help others. Many of our employees 
coach youth sports, assist in school FFA and agriculture programs or serve on local boards. 
	 At CNMEC we look at co-op volunteerism as an investment in our community by enabling our employ-
ees to donate their time and expertise to help groups that are doing so much for our community. 
	 We see volunteerism as the gift that keeps on giving. While it’s difficult to quantify the impact that 
volunteers have, We do know they make a tremendous difference in our community and make our corner of the 
world a better place. Many organizations depend on volunteers to fulfill their mission. Volunteers fill in gaps and 
spread joy and compassion through their efforts. Even assisting with the smallest tasks can make a big impact 
in the lives of people or an organization in need. Often a big commitment or special skills are not needed, just 
someone who cares. 
	 We hope you’ll consider volunteering. Give an organization or cause that you care about the gift of your 
compassion, time and talent. In addition to the organization and the community benefiting from your efforts, 
you will receive a gift as well. Not only will you enjoy the satisfaction of knowing you are helping a good cause, 
you will likely make new friends, expand your social network, strengthen existing skills or learn a new one. 
	 Volunteering may provide additional dimension and purpose to your life. In the process, you will be a role 
model for your family because your commitment will offer a powerful lesson to your children. It will show them 
first-hand how one person can make a big difference and strengthen the community in which they live. 
	 At the end of the day, the gift of volunteerism is a gift that will continue giving all year long. So, this 
holiday season, consider starting a new tradition, give the gift of time. 
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Four Ways Santa Saves Energy in His Workshop 
	  
	 The holiday season is finally upon us, and Santa and his 
elves have been especially busy as they gear up for their biggest 
night of the year.  
	 It’s no secret that Santa is known for running an 
efficient workshop–– how else could he make all those toys 
in time for Christmas Eve? Rumor has it that one way Santa 
ensures an efficient workspace is through energy-saving 
measures.  
         Here are four ways Santa saves energy in his workshop. 

1.	 Santa leaves his decorations up year-round, so by  
using LED holiday light strands, he’s able to save on his 
monthly energy bills. LED holiday strands can last up to 
40 seasons, which make them a great option for any fes-
tive home. 

2.	 Santa requires several power tools to make a year’s worth 
of new toys. That’s why he insists on using cordless power 
tools with the ENERGY STAR® rating. According to 
energystar.gov, if all power tools in the U.S. used ENER-
GY STAR®-rated battery chargers, 2 billion kWh hours 
of electricity could be saved. That’s equivalent to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 1.7 million tons! 

3.	 Mrs. Claus loves to keep warm by the fire in the evenings, 
and Santa knows one of the best tricks to ensure fireplace 
efficiency. While a fireplace can keep a small area of your 
home cozy and warm, it can also pull heated air from the 
room through the chimney. That’s why Santa always closes 
the fireplace flue when a fire isn’t burning. 

4.	 Santa also saves energy by using power strips. Power strips 
are ideal for workshops, craft nooks, game rooms and oth-
er spaces in your home. With one simple switch, you can 
conveniently control several devices and electronics that 
are plugged into the power strip. 

This holiday season, let’s take a page from Santa’s book 
and remember to save energy when possible. With these four 
tips, you’ll be well on your way to savings (and hopefully, Santa’s 
“nice” list!). 

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Energy bills can increase during 
winter for a variety of reasons, like 
houseguests, more time spent at 
home, and shorter days and longer 
nights. Small actions, like turning 
down your thermostat, replacing old 
bulbs with LEDs and washing clothes 
in cold water can help you save.
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This holiday season, Santa’s making the most of energy savings in his workshop, and you can too!
Photo Credit: Alicia Slough 
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WINTER 
WONDERLAND  
WORD SEARCH
Can you find all the words associated  
with winter in the puzzle below? 
Use the word bank to check your work. 
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WORD BANK:
• snowflake
• mittens
• scarf
• snowball
• chilly

• icicles
• cocoa 
• earmuffs
• fireplace
• blanket  

WINTER ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY TIP: 
Instead of turning up the heat in 
your home, wear an extra layer of 
clothing or get cozy under your 
favorite blanket!


